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Who are the RDS London?

• Partnership between four academic institutions

• Teams of general and specialist advisors, including social 
scientists, statisticians, health economists, epidemiologists 
and experts in trial design and Patient and Public Involvement



Who can we help?

• Those with little experience of research

• Fellowship applicants

• Those targeting a resubmission

• Applicants with experience of 

submitting funding applications

• Clinicians eager to exploit ideas or 

observations



NIHR – several funding streams

• Efficacy and Mechanism Evaluation (EME)

• Fellowships – Clinical and Non-clinical

•   Health Services and Delivery Research (HS&DR)

•   Health Technology Assessment (HTA)

•   Invention for Innovation (i4i)

•   Programme Grants for Applied Research (PGfAR & PDG)

•   Public Health Research programme (PHR)

•   Research for Patient Benefit (RfPB)



Other funding streams 

MRC (approx £500m per annum) 

 Tends towards ‘basic’ or ‘discovery’ research

Wellcome Trust (approx £500m per annum)

 Mainly biomedical, also medical history and 
humanities

Medical charities (approx £500m per annum)

 Mainly disease-based

ESRC (approx £200m per annum)

 Mainly social science projects



Carry out a general review and 
identify key points to address

•Help formulate research 
questions 
•Ensure rationale is well 
presented 
•Choosing a funding stream
•Targeting applications to fit 
with funder’s remit
Identify further support needed 
from specialist advisors

Consultation on more 
specific issues: 

• Trial design
• Statistics
• Qualitative methods
• Health Economics
• Patient and public 

involvement

Signposting and 
networking:

• R&D offices
• Clinical Trials 

Units
• CLRN
• Meetings with 

patient groups

How can we help?



When should I contact RDS London?

6 months prior to submission:  Projects in their infancy

8 weeks prior to submission:  More developed projects

4 weeks prior to submission :  Absolute minimum



How to get RDS support
• Via our website (http://www.rdslondon.co.uk/)
• By attending one of our monthly drop in sessions

http://www.rdslondon.co.uk/


How to get RDS support

• Once you have an idea of the research area 
you’d like to address, submit an online 
support request, providing us with as much 
detail as possible



How to get RDS support



What happens next?

• A research advisor will contact you within 2 weeks to 
provide some initial feedback. 

– This is usually by email, but can be face to face or by phone.

– Feedback will address the areas you have indicated you would 
like support with.

– Your advisor will also mention any other aspects of the proposal 
that they think need further development that you have not 
mentioned.

• If there is sufficient time before your submission 
deadline, your RDS advisor may work with you on several 
drafts of your proposal.
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